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for Perth, is declared vacant, and also
lte necessary steps to see that the seat
is filled.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the lion. member
will hand ithat to me in writing I will sib-
mit it to the Crown Law Department and
make a statement to the House subse-
fluently.

NOTICE OF MOTION-WANT OF
CONFIDENCE.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : I give no-
tice tihat on Thursday nert I will move
thle following miotion:

That the Government do not possess
the confidence of the House.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson):
In view of the hon. member's notice of
mnotion of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment, I propose to ask the House to
adjourn, but I would suggest to thle lion.
member that hie should bring his motion
onl toP-morrow instead of on Thursday. If
the lion. member assuires me that he waits
until Thursday, then I shall fall in with
his wishes; hut if he wanrts until Thurs-
day, I shrill probably want a day in which
to reply to his indictment- Could not the
bon. member bring- his motion onl to-
morrow ?

Mr. Seaddan: lIt is thle shortest notice
"n record. There is only one sitting day
intervening.

The PREMIER: Then. I move-
That the Hlouse at its rising adjourn

until Thursday, the 611o October.
Question passed.

Rouase adjoutrned at 5.3 p.m.

eoelattve Eesembly,
Thursday, 6th October, 1920.
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The SPEAKEiR took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

PAiPERS PRESENTED.
By lte Premier: 1, Papers relating

to the claims of W. P. Smith, late of Go-
vernment Printing Office, *for a retiring
allowance. 2, Additional reg-ulation
uinder "The Jetties Regulation Act,
1878. " a, Port Regulation No. 42B. 4,
Additional regulations made by thle Fre-
inantle Hfarbour Trust. 5, Alterations
and additions to Oaols Regulations. 6,
By-law passed by the Guildford Local
Board of Health. 7. By-law passed by
the Municipality of Northam.

Byv the Minister for Lands: 1, Pt--
chase of private Estates- (ordered onl
motion by Mr. Taylor).

QUESTION-STATE SALFYARDS,
OPENING.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, The names of auctioneers
who received invitation tickets to be pre-
sent at the opening- of the State siale-
yards at North Fremantle! 2, Which
firms received tickets for distribution?
3, Why was thle opening day fixed tio
clash with the Midland JUnction weeklyv
sales? 4, Is it proposed to continuel(
clashing or is another day to be fixed?

The MN-\ISTER FOR ACTRIC UL-
T1URE replied: 1. None. 2. The firmis
which had arraned to conduct thle sal"
on that day. Messrs. Elder, Shenton, &
Co.. and Dalgety & Co., Ltd., were askedi,
purely as at matter Of Convenience, t.,
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undertake the distribution of railway
tickets from Perth to Fremantle, on be-
half of the department,, to the business
men interested in the yards. Nineteen
tickets were so distributed at a cost to
the Agricultural Department of 1s. 4d.
per tickSt. 3, Wednesday has been fixed
upon as sale day because it is held, by
all interested, to be the most suitable
day in the week for sales, as it permits
stock to be sent a-way to the Eastern Dis-
tricts in time for th Friday killing. 4,
In view of the foregoing, it is intended
to continue sales tin Wednesdays.

QUESTION-STATE HOTEL,
GWALIA.

Mr. GOURLEY asked the 'Minister
for Mlines: Is it the intention of the
Minister to erect a library and reading-
room in connection with the State hotel
at Gwalia7? If not, why noti

The MTINISTER FOR MI1NES replied:
Yes.

QUESTION-RAIULWAY STATION.
SOUTHERN CROSS. TELEPHONE.

Mr. HORAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Having regaIrd to the papers
laid upon the Table by order of the
House on the 14th September, in refer-
ence to the Southern Cross railway tele-
phone connection, will hie answer, if the
papers are complete, why no record is
observable from two deputations that
waited upon him reg-arding the same ob-
ject'? 2. Does the file disclose any new
facts other than those announced] by me
in my letters of the 24th July, 1007,
and iter dates, and to whichtdie die-
partment have disagreed? 3, When did
the deputation, recorded by the _Minis-
ter in his memno. of 8/4!10. wait upon
him, and where, and] who comprised it?
4, As. according to the Minister's memo.
of the said dlate, he apeared favourable
to the work, why did he refuse it on
July .31st when the matter was again
broughlt forward? 53. How is it that
the numbered folios of (he file have com-
pelled the Minister to interpolate pages
that did not originally fall into their

proper orderl 6 , Why, in view of my
repeated requests (coverng miany years)
for this convenience, information was
conveyed to the Hon. Mr. Olowrey in
contradistinction to me?

The MI11NISTER FOR MI1NES replied:
1, Yes, but a request dated the 24th
July, 1907, dealing with this and an-
other subject, appears on another tie.
No record appears of the req~leSt made
on 31st July, 1910, but the Commissioner
was verbally advised of it, with the re-
stilt that the work was shortly after-
wards put in hand. 2, No, hut the recent
improved conditions in the district war-
ranted the extension, 3, (a) On or about
the date mentioned; (b) on train at
Southern Cross; (c) Messrs. Le Breton,
M1clntyre, Roberts, and I believe the hon.
member, but my notes do not show who
was present. 4, The request was not re-
fused on 81.st July of this year, but pro-
mised to refer to the Commissioner. .5,
This is not so. 6, Mr. (Jlowrey presented
a petition to the Commissioner on The
16th August, 1910, and in view of the
representations made as above stated he
agreed to instal the telephone, and M.%r.
Olowrey wvas accordingly notified.

QUESTION-LAND SELECTION,
DALWALLIN1J.

Mr. HUDSON asked thie Mfinister for
Lands: 1, Has application been made for
an extension of the time fixed for mak-
ing improvements on locations 1912,
.1915, 1921, Dalwalinu 1 2, If so, has
such extension been granted!

The MIUNISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1. Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION-PERTH TRAMWAY
TROUBLE, FINE.

31r. BROWN asked the Attorney G-en-
eral: Has the fine of £50, recently in-
flicted on the member for Guildford in
the Perth police court, been paid? If
not, why not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Yes.
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QUESTION - RAILWAY EM1-
PLOYEES' FINES.

Mr. GILL asked thelffinister for Bail-
wvays: What is the total amount of the
acecumulated fines collected from railway
employees uip to the end of June Iast9

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS r~e-
pliedi: £2,284 3s. Gd.

QULiSTION-RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD.

Mr. HORAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, On how many days were the
manager of the Agricultual Bank and
the Surveyor General absent from their
office during the month of September?
2, If they have been engaged on the Rail-
way Advisory Board, does the Minister
think the absence of these important
officers from Perth is consistent with
g6od administration

The MINISTERt FOR LANDS re-
jplied: 1, The manager of the Agricul-
ture! Banik, 12 days; the Surveyor Gene-
ral, 11 days (including Sundays). 2,
Their absence was, partly on Railway
Advisory Board work and partly on De-
partmental 'work, but it was all work of
value in con nection with their respective
departments, and therefore their ab-
sence w,%as not inconsistent with good ad-
ministration.

SELECT COMMITTEES (2)-EX-
TENSION OF TIME.

Roads Bill.
Mr. BROWN (Perth) moved-

Vial the time for bringing uip the re-
port of the select committee on this
Bill be extended for one week.

He said: The reason -why the report was
not ready was that two members of the
committee were away during the adjourn-
wnt, and it was not possible to hold

Mr. Scaddan: How many mneetings of
tij. oiuninittep have been held silice the
lfow.-~t adjourned ?

Mr. BROWN: 'No meetings have been
heIl. owing to the fact that 11r. Ware
wasl awayI' ill and Mr. Layman was in the

country. It was, therefore, tiot thtought
worth while to call meetings in their ab-
sence.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : It would
be more in keeping to mnove for the dis-
charge of the committee, if those members
appointed to report upon the Roads Bill
do not intend to do their duty.

Qne'StiwiL puLt and passed.

TVorkers4 ('orpensut ion AMt Amnendmnt
Bill.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) moved-
That the time for bringing up the

report of the select committee on this
Bill be extended until Tuesday, 18th
October.

ERe said:- The committee have sat six
times, and we hope to have the evidence
finished next week. We have teen un-
able to get the report of Dr. Cmpston.
but we hope that also will be available
next week.

31r. SCADDAN (Tvanhoe) : I hope
the House will not agree to the extension
of time for bringing up the report. Wheni
the committee were appointed it was sug-
gested on this side of the House that
the object of submitting the Sill to a
select committee was to delay the pas-
sage of the measure. In fact, I moved
an amendment that the time for bringing
up the report should he limited to one
week; but the House decided to grant a
fortnight. Three weeks have now ex-
pired since the committee first vet and
no report is yet available, and an exten-
sion is asked for until next Tuesday
week. It is apparent that the object of
the committee is to prevent the Bill from
passing this Assemrbly.

Mr. Draper: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. SCADDAI'T: By delaying the pro-

duction of the report it is evidently'
thought that even if the Bill is nob thrown
out here it will be in another place. The
committee have had time to give the
matter full consideration and should be
prepared to bring down the report now.
They have sat six times in three weeks.
and I venture to say that they have no,
averaged more than one witness per sit-
ting.
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31r. Draper: That is not etir
would be well if y ou ould conlin
self to) facts.

lir. S( A DlAN : I1 know what is
hon. umlber's mnind. As I statet.
thle select committee were appoin
would be more in keeping wit-h th
Lion of thle Government if they d~
the Bill by pattngil it to a division
than by treating it inl the manner ti
now doing. If they do not desiret
to pass, why not say so definite
give Ilicir reasons; let this House v
people know 'what (heir reasons
the Bill are. I hope miembers w
agree to the extension of time ask

Question put, and a division take
the following result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

AYES.

M r. Brown
Me. Butcher
Mr. Carron

31r. Coweher
Mr. Daglisb
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper
Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Harper
Afr. Jacoby
M r. Keenan

Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
'ir.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
11r,

Bath
BOILOn3
Collier
cIiM
Gourlesy
Holaman
Horan
Hudson
johnson
McDoWill
O'Loghlen

'Oct, it
v ot.--

ill thle
Iwhen

ted, it
e posi-

he any idea when the report will be re-
ceived 9

The PREMIIER replied: I understand
tile report has been sent to the Governor,
but it has not yet reached me.

efeited PRIVILEGE-MR. BROWN AND
rather AN OFFICE OP PROFIT.

ley are Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : I would
be Bill like to ask, Mr. Speaker, for yow' ruling
ly and onl the question of privilege, which I
tud the raised) at a previouis sitting of the House.
against as to wehran individual ansit iln this
ill not( Chamber without being a memfber of it?
ed foi'. As a result of thle qutesRtion asked by the
'n with member for Perth onl Tuesday, police

were stationed at the doors of the office
24 of t he tram-ways employees, secretary oij
21. the very niext day and they seized the

property there, and waited until such
time as thle treasurer of thant organisation
was able lo send away to get thle money.

Mr. Boltont : It was; the Crown Law
fMr. Layman

Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. S. P. Moore
Mr. Murphy
Mr. Nanson
Mr. Osborn
'Mr. Please
Mr. F. WIIgon
Mr. Gordon

(Teltev).

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
MIr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
hl r.
'Mr.
Mr.

IMr.

Price
Scaddan
Swan
Taylor
Tray
Underwood
Walker
Ware
A. A. Wilson
Heltann

(Teller)I.

Questioni thtus passed.

QjUESTION-MINERS' PHTHIS1S,
(0MM.1 LSSIONE1VS REPORT.

Mr. ILEITMA NY (without notice 1
asked thie Premier: Has hie received the
report flowi Dr. Cumpason, thle Royal
Commissioner on 1liners' Phthisis. or has-

Departimen t.
Mr. ROLMNf: Yes, it was the action

of the Crown Law Departmnti onl that
occasion. You will remember, Mr-.
Speaker. that you, promised to consult
the Crown Law authorities with regard
to the ques;tion that T raised, anid I
would like nun' to knmw wrhether a person
ea1u sit in this Chamuber when he has; va-
cated his seat by having accepted an
office of pro~fit under the (Crown?

M1r. SPEAK1'ER: I have a ennianiunica-
tion to make to the House. and( I shall
inake it at a later stage.

Mir. Browni: T wvill take the risk.
[ Later. ]

M)r. SPEARER: A.- I promised to the
House I hare obtained a communication
fromn the Crown Law Depart-meat. it is
as follows:-

Crown Law Department Perth,. 5tb
October. '1910. The Hon. T. F. Quin-
il. the Speaker, l,egislaiive Assam-
bly. Sir.-.. We have the honoutr to
advi.Ne that it is provided by ''The
Workers' Compensation Act. 1402,"
that if anyv question arise as to the
liability to pay cuinpenLstiofl it shall
he heard and determined ltv the uulai-
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istrate of a local court, sitting with
two assessors appointed in manner pre-
scribed 'by regulation, and that the
decision of the majority shall be tbe
decision of the court. 2. The regula-
tioni prescribes that the applicant and
respondent shall each appoint one per-
son as an assessor. On the assessors
being appointed the court is duly eon-
stituted. 3. The assessors, as such,
do not hold office from or tinder the
Crown; nor do they, in our opinion,
]told office uinder the parties to the
suit or either of them. They are not
the servants of the Crown. or of either
party to the suit. 4. If the assessors
do not hold offies of profit from or
tinider the parties to the suit it fol-
louws that the assessor appointed on
behalf of the Crown in a suit to wvhich
thvi Crown is a party does not hold
office from or tinder the Crown as a
party) to tile suit. He is not appointed
to render any service to the Crown,
but to act judicially and impartially
between the parties, as one of the
three members of the court.-(Sgd.)
WV. F. Sayer, Solicitor General,
(Sgd.) A. E. Barker, Crown Solicitor.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murehison) : On a
question of privilege. After the won-
derful revelations we have had, here to-
night. I maintain that the rotten dis-
play of the Crown Law Department
should not be tolerated in this House.

Mr. SPEAK(ER: There is no ques-
tion before the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am speaking Onl a
quest ion of privileg

Alr. SPEAKER:
of privilege.

Atr. HOLM AN:
is, and that I can
the finish.

!%rt. SPEAKER:
explanation.

1Mr. HOLMAN:

There is no question

I contend that there
submit a motion at

You can speak in

I have no desire to
explain. I want to say exactly what I
think.

Mr. SPEARER: The member may
speak in explanation.

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Speaker does
not want me to speak now, I will make
a chance Inter on, when I will explain

the rottenness of the Crown Law fle-
partmnent as exhibited now and on many
other occasions.

MOTION-WANT OF CONFIDENCE
IN THE GOVERNMENT.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I beg to
Taove-

TIhat the Governmient do not possess
the confidence of this House.

I wvant, at the outset of my remarks, to
disabuse the minds of the members of
this Chamber, together with the minds
of the general public, that this motion
has been brought forward for the de-
liberate purpose of delaying the business
of this House. We are of opinion
that the time has arrived when the pub-
lie should know what has been trans-
piring in the various departments of the
State, and also what has led up to the
formation of the present Wilson Gov-
erment. I would like at this stage
to refer to an article which appeared
in the Daily News on Monday evening
last, and to say that had I not known the
gentleman who was responsible for that
article, I would certainly have not given
it much consideration, hut knowing the
gentleman, as I do, responsible for hav-
ing written the article~-

Mr. Heitmana: Gentleman?
Mr. SCADDAN: Individual I will

call him. I was saying that if I had
not known him so well for a number of
years T would not have recognised that
he is not responsible in a large measure
for what he pens. He is one of those
individuals wvio takes advantage of sit-
ting behind an editor's chair to say
things he would not say publicly and in
the open. When lie -was a member of
this House I suppose there was no more
crawling and cringing individual in the
Chamber than this same gentleman. and
we know that he would not openly make
the assertions that he does behind the
shadow of an editor's chair. His refer-
ences do not affect Ine as all individual,
but theyv affect the honour of ever)- meml-
her of this side of the House. He would
lend the public to believe that the ob-
ject in tabling a motion of want of can-
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fidenee at this stage was in order to
take advantage of Sir Newton Mloore's
illness, and possibly his inability to re-
cord his vote. This is most ungenerous
oil the part of the wvriter, but I am sat-
isfied that the thinking public onl read-
ing t hat article will not give it a mo-
inient 's conisideration. There is no desire
onl our part to trap thle Government in
aniy way; we want anl (o1en and fair
fight, and wve hope that the v-ote which
will be taken at tile end of the debate
will be a true expression of the opinion
of the House, and will not be obtained
by anything in the nature of a trap. As
a matter of fact, it was ots N i this
day that we were conferring with Sir
Newton Moore in order to arrange for
him to pair so that he might be enabled
to proceed to New South Wales and
New Zealand ini order to recover his
health. That is my reply to the charge
which lias been levelled at uts by mem-
bers in this House, and others outside.
Let me say this, that there have been
occasions wvhen hon. members on this
side of the House, who have not been
pble to attend to their duties owing, to
illness, have attempted to obtain a pai .r
from hon. members opposite, anld that
palir has been refused them. This has
happened not once, but several limes,
anjd when it comes to a1 mutter oif gener-
osity, arising out of a person's illness, it
will be seen where that generosity lies,
and that prompts tie to make the re-
mark that those who east stones should
not live in glass houses. We have never
refrained from considering the position
of the Government, and party advantage
has not been thought of when they
have been in a difficulty owing to the
illness of one of their members. But
I remember the time w'hen the member
for Murchison and the member for Boul-
der were unable to attend this Chamber
owing to illness, and wve were unable
to secure pairs for them. It is just as
wvell that members should know the true
position.

Afr. Bolivian: We are ander no obli-
gation to that side of the House.

Mr-. SCADDAN: We do not desire
to be either. We have arrived at a peen'-

liar position as far as polities in this
State are concerned. A%. I look across
the Chamber I land sitting on tlie Trea-
snry bench perisoins who have, in the
past history of the Stale, fought most
bitterly both in the Chamber and in the
country. I reinember anl (arasioll when
the member for Menzies, thie Minister
for Mines, stumped the country ill oppo-
sition to the person he is now prepared
to accept as leader, and who will formu-
late his policy of the future. It is
as wvell to remember that the p~resent
Premier on one oceaslon supported the
party then in power, the Leake Govern-
meat, wvhen a vote of no-confidence was
declared by the late member for Katan-
ning, Mr. Piesse. A few weeks after-
wards, when that gentleman was unable
to form a Cabinet, we find the present
Premier accepting a portfolio in the
Cabinet fornied by Mfr. Mforgans. Al-
though hie had opposed the no-confidence
motion against the then Leake Govern-
ment, he took the first opportunity that
presented itself to obtain a seat in the
Cabinet of those lie was opposed to poli-
tically.

Mlr. Dolton: And how did the electors
(]rcat hJim?

_1r. SCADDAN : I am coming to that.
At the same time the member for Men-
zies was Mlinister for Mines in the Leake
Government, and notwithstanding the
fact that the member for Sussex, who
was then member for Perth, had sup-
ported that Government on the no-con-
fidence vote, the member for' Menzies
took up the attitude of stumping the
country in opposition to those Ministers
who were then seeking re-election, with
the result that he was r~sponsible for
the defeat of the present Premier of
this State, when he sought re-election
after having accepted the portfolio in
the Mlorgans Ministry. Not only was
he defeated, but the late Mfr. Moorhead
was also defeated by my friend on may
left, the member for Murchison, and I
believe another 'Minister of that Cabinet,
Mr. Moss, was also defeated in the West
Province. Let me say right here, that

it wsgnrly known in the country,
and that opinion is held to-day, that
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of all the Governments the Morgans'
Government was the mnost conservative,
and that was why three of his Minis-
ters were defeated. The Premier and
the Minister for Works, that other ultra
democrat, who recently formed a demo-
cratic league at Suiaco-

The Minister for Works: And it is
going strong, too.

M.SCADDAN: No doubt it is going
strong. These two gentlemen waxed
wrath at the statement i made at Men-
zies that the Premier was considered in
this State to be an uiltra, conservative
and a Tory; and let me say that if any
proof of that statement is required, if
justification is wanted for it, the Pre-
mier can ho referred to the Minister for
Works, -whomi he should take to task be-
cause that gentleman made a, similar
statement in 1905. On the formation of
the Rason Government, Mr. Daglish,
then leader of the Opposition, made a
statement to the West Australian, and in
that statement I find the followin:-

On that point I can say nothing fur-
ther than this, that I amn somewhat
surprised to find that what might be
called the conservative element plays
so important a part in the personnel
of the new Cabinet. The liberal sec-
tion of the Opposition has apparently
been entirely ignored.

That was the statement by the present
Minister for Works, who was then lea-
der of thie Opposition. On looking uip
the personnel of the Rason Cabinet I
find that it consisted of Mr. Rason, Mr.
Wilson, Dr. Hicks, Mr. Gregory, and Mr.
Moore. I would like to ask the Minister
for Works whether he will state who
were the three or four out Of those five
gentlemen he considered were the con-
servative elemuent, and whether he will
be honest enough to state that the per-
son hie considered the most conservative
-was the present Premier, M-r. Wilson?
Let mae say that the country believes that
it was the present Premier,

The Premier: It must have been Mr.
Gregory.

Mr. SCADDAN: And that gentleman
will find when he again approaches the
Menzies electors that they wvill re-echo

my sentiments and give him short shrift.
I also want to refer to statements made
by some of the members of the present
Cabinet and also some of their suppor-
ters when our present Premier attempted
to form a Government when M1r. Rason
retired to take up the position of Agent
General. This is interesting reading,
because it will give an opportunity to
some of those members to explain ho-w
they are prepared to-day to sit behind the
present Premier, when they, in 1006, held
such strtong views in connection with
that gentleman. Mr. Brown, the ultra,
democrat from Perth, whom we hear so
much about, stated-

At the present timne no Ministry can
be formed without the inclusion of
Mesrs. Moore and Gregory, and I do
not think these two gentlemen will
join Mr. Wilson. It appears to me
that the sending for Mr. Wilson is
the result of log-rolling.

I ama satisfied that Mr. Gregory will take
a portfolio from anyone who will offer
him one. Bitt this is the best of Mr.
Brown's comment, "It appears to me that
the sending for Mr. Wilson is the result
of log-roiling.' The present Premier can
ask, the member for Perth to explain what
he means by log-rolling when the Gov-
ernor seat for him to form a, Cabinet.

The Premier:- Perhaps -you will explain
it.

Mr. SCAIDDAN: Probably I could, but
the member for Perth can explain it for
himself. I also Bund a. statement was made
on that occasion by the president of the
National League at Fremantle, Mr. (law-
lei-, who said-

The whole State is absolutely crying
out for stability of Government, yet we
find ourselves in this deplorable condi-
dition to-day. As regards Mr. Wilson,
concluded .% Gawler, there is no dis-
puting the fact that his appointment
is not popular in Fremantle.

That was sufficient to damn anything.
The member for Geraldton had something
to say on that occasion, and as be poses
as a democrat he will probably be able
to explain why he is content to sit behind
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a Goverment led by the member for Sus-
sex. The member for (3eraldton said-

Much of course will depend upon Mr.
liason's suceessor. If Mr. Wilson has
really been sent for, as has been rum-
mired, turn I amn afraid -we are in for
a bad time. 'The party which sat be-
hind 'Mr. Rason, while it was tolerably
united, contained very mixed elements,
including reactionary as, well as, pro-
gressive politicians.

I am going to ask the lion. member to
point out some of those reactionaries.
Tue statement continues-

The Cabinet reflected, and to somec ex-
tent reconciled, these contradictory ele-
ments, but if the man who was, whether
rightfully or wrongfully, regarded as
the most conservative miember of Mr.
Eason's Governent. is to take the
reins, then it is not unlikely lie will
have a refractory party to deal with,
and anything ma y happen.

That is not the leader of the Opposition
making these statements; it is the member
for Oeraldton, wvho concluded-

My own fear is that the stable Gov'-
erninent we hoped to enjoy as the result
of the last elections, will not be realised.

Mr. Foulkes, the member for Claremont,
also had something to say. I am afraid
ninny of these gentlemen were disappoint-
ed at not receiving Ministerial honours.

Mi. Foulkes: Please read the whole of
what I had to say.

MAr. SCADDAN: It will not be nieces-
sary to read the whole. The member for
Claremont said--

it is risky and dilfireult changing
leaders, coiistituted as the Legislative
Assembly is at present. 'Mr. Wilson
cannot lead a party, and I certainly
would not support him as Premier.

Mr. Foulkes: Well, he was not able
to lead the party.

Mr. SCADDAN: But was the member
for Claremont prepared to follow him?
Certainly he said not, although to-day he
is, prepared to follow him. Then that
most intinential. journal, the West Aus-
tralian, had something to say, pouring
ridicule on the idea of the member for
Sussex formingi- an Admain ist ration. That
paper lint it in a fashion that makes

amusing reading when we notice the then
Government party from whom the paper
suggested. it was proposed to form a
Ministry. These were the views of that
journal-

In the event of the mleImbers of the
late Administration declining to throxv
in their lot with Mr. Wilson it is clear
that the prospective Premier will be
compelled to form an almost entirely
new Cabinet. _Mr. Piesse, the member
ror Katanniing, is said to be likely ';%
join him, and Mr. Cull, the member
for Swan, is also regarded as eedaiii
to hie included in any Ministry which
Mr. Wilson might form. The claims
of Mr. Gordon, the late Government
Whip, to consideration at the present
juncture art said to be un likely to be
overlooked, and the names of others
mentioned as probable to be singled
out for political distinction are Mr.
Brebber and M1r. Monger.

Now, we can imagine how the West Aus-
Iralii hn ust have viewed the member for
Sussex onl that occasion, when they Would
make him Premier with a team of that,
description. If that is not pouring ridi-
eule on the lion. member I would like to
kno>N- what would be. Yet what do we
find to-day in the West Australian?--
"slobber" is no name for it; they a-re Js
showO as shifty as some of the members
on the Treasury bench. But there is
still anotlier-we find even one of the
present Premier's colleagues making a
statement on that occasion, for the Minis-
ter for Lands had something to say, as
foll ows: -

While I have no desire to see the
formation of a third party in the
House, I regret extremely that Mr. Wil-
son's attitude is likely to bring about
such a contingency. I cannot support
a leader in whomn I have not the utmost
confidence.

He does not say be could not sit in the
same Cabinet with him. The 'Minister's
remarks continued-

It is no very ditlienilt matter to put
forward a policy, but I attach greater
importance to the administration of the
variows% departments.
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H~e has forgotten all that, as I will point
out later, lie conicluded with this-

A policy may be borrowed or coin-
miandeered, whereas a vigorous ad-
ministration call only emanate from a
strong Government, encouraged by the
uniswerving sympathy of its supporters.

Now, if anything stronger than that is
required I do not k.now where you are
going to obtain it. Thle Minister for
Lands was goodl ei)OLigh to tell the coun-
try, through the l~est .1ustralian, that
the present Premier was not thle man to
lead a Government which would do justice
by the country.

The Premier: That was five years ago;
he knows wec better now.

Mr. SCADDAN: I cannot help calling
to memory a little incident which occurred
at midnight onl one occasion when our-
friend was attempting to formi a Govern-
ment. The es-Premier (Sir Newton
Moore), with Dr. Hicks, travelled along
the Midland line in order to confer with
the present Minister for Mlines in respect
to the formation of a Government to de-
feat the present Premier when lie at-
ternpted to form a Cabinet; nor canl I
forget how the present Premier met tbe
train on the Perth platform, and bow
disappointed lie must have felt when the
memnber for Canning stepped out of the
train without having the Minister for
Mines in his company. I can imagine the
feeling that crept over the present Pre-
mier on that occasion. Yet notwithstand-
ing such htiile opposition generally by
those g-entlemeii, wve find some of themn to-
day silting in the Cabinet with the Pre-
mier. The point uppermost inl my
mind is that somebody must have
surrendered his principles; and I want
to ask Ministers in turn, starting from the
Minister for 'Works, whether they have
surrendered their principles, or whether
it is the Premier who has surrendered his.
Somebody mnst have done so. otherwise
they could not all sit together on one
Bench, The present Attorney General iii
years past was looked upon ai a conserva-
tive representative. He attacked the
Liberal Government led by Mr. Leake,
and on every possible occasion he has
attempted to prevent a Liberal Govern-

mlenit rellivlining inl office, unless lie were
a member of it. I think it is unnecessary
to refer furt her at this stage to the indi-
viduals who mnake uip the present Govern-
ment. But I think it would be desiiable
for the 'Minister for Works, who has ac-
cepted a positioin in the present Cabinet,
to explain to thle House and thie coutntry
whether lie is satisfied that the Premier
has altered his political opinions and
principles, or whether he (the Minister
for Works) is prepared to follow the
Premier simply because it means a posi-
tion in the Cabinet. There was no
stronger opponent to Mr. Daglish. when
leader of a Government, than thle present
Premier; there was ]to uG who attempted
to ridicuile hlis policy mnore than the pre-
sent Premier, and if proof is necessary
Hwizesurd can supply it; yet to-day the
Minister for Works sits in the same Cabb-
net with one who was his strongest op-
ponent when lie (the Minister for Works)
was leader of a Governmnent. Who has
surrendered his principles, the Premier
or the Minister for Works? Probably I
colid answer the question) myself, but
thlose lion, mnembers. can do so for them-
selves when they address the House.
Dealing 'with thle Premier, may I be per-
mitted to attempt to justify the statement
I made publicly, namely. that lie is the
most conservative member of the Chiam-
ber, and is recognised as such by thle
general commu~nity. The hon. member
has never lost anl opportuinity in. thle
Chamber of opposing, tile construction of
p.ublic works depa rtmen tally. He has
opposed consistently the introductioni of
day labouir. He opposed a Bill to pro-
tect the workers against dishonest and n-
scrupuilous contractors, because he has
always been recog-nised as thle contractors:
friend; and by takiug that attitude
ag-ainst that Bill lie set himself up, not
merely as a friend of the contractors. but
as a friend of the dishonest and onscirupn-
Ions contractors as well.

The h'reniier: That i tiLnfair.

MrIt. SP1EAKER :The lion, member
must withdraw.

Mr. SCAIM)AN: I say he opposed a
Bill to protect the work-er from dishonest
and unscrupulous contractors.
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Mr. SPEANKEI{: It is a reflection.
The Premier: The lion. mnember said I

was a fiend1 and supporter of unscrupul-
oUIS aid dishonest contractors: I ask him
to withd~raw.

Mr. SI'EATEU Th'fe lion. member
must withdraw.

Mr. SCADI4AN: In order that I may
be able to proceed I will withdraw, merely
repeating- again that the hxon. gentleman
opposed mtost strenuously that Bill intro-
duced to protect [lie worker against the
dishonest contractor, and leaving the
member himself to explain why he did
so, and[ the public to draw their own con-
clusions. The lion, member also mnost bit-
terly opposed the land tax proposed by
his present colleague, the Minister for
Works.

The Premier: Why do not you quote it
from Hansard?

Mr. SOADDAN: floes the Premier
deny it? If so, I will quote it from Man-
sard. The Premier bitterly opposed the
lend tax proposed by the present Minister
for Works.

The Minister for Lands: Did you sup-
port it?1

Mr. SCADDAN: The Tiinister- for
Lands does not require to ask too many
questions about my attitude on the land
tax. Hie himself has held several v-iews,
and I do not know to-day how he feels
on it. The hon. member adopted the same
attitude as did the Premier. He opposed
it until after the elections and then boldly
advocated it.

Mr. Bath: He said he was compelled
to support it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; he declared he
was compelled to support the tax.

The Minister for Lands: By the condi-
tion of the treasury.

Mr. SCADDAN: As I have said, the
Minister for Lands does not require to
ask too many questions about the land
tax. The Premier, this ultra-democrat,
advocated in the Chamber that boys and
old men should be permitted to offer their
services to employers without any hind-
rances, irrespective of the fact that we
have an Arbitration Court to regulate
the conditions and remunerations of lab-

our. Will the Premier ask me to produce
!Ia,,sard on this point?

The IPremnier: Yes; produce all the
Hlansards.

Mr. SCADDAN: Also he appeared be-
fore the Arbitration Court as advocate
for a firm who had put in a citation ask-
ing the court to grant Ots. a day as a living
wvage. He denied it the other night at
Subiaco. He has the opportunity of
denying it now and compelling me to
withdraw. He went into court and ad-
vocated that citation on behalf of those
employers, asking the court to fix Os. a
day as, the minimum rate of wae for em-
ployees in that industry; and I want to
know whether the hon. member can now
assert, as he does on the public platform,
that he is generally desirous of seeing
the workers getting the full benefits of
their labour? If a man cannot earn more
than 6s. a day in this State I do not know
what sort of a specimen he can be.

The Premier: What citation was that?
Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier is some-

what doubtful. If my statement is not
correct can he not deny it?

The Premier: What citation are you
quoting?

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier is pre-
tending he does not know. He told the
public at Subiaco the other night when
addressing a meeting, together with his
colleague, the Minister for Works, that
the statement that hie had advocated Its.
a day in the Arbitration Court was a
deliberate lie.

The Premier: I did not; there was no
reference made to the Arbitration Court
at all.

Mr, SCADDAN: It is hardly worth
while turning up what was said; the
fact remains that the Premier now admits
it.

The Premier: Admits nothing.
Mr. SCADDAN: He admits it. with

the result that the Premier is now shown
in his true light as the "friend" of the
worker, a sort of friend to whom the
workers, when they get an opportunity
of recording a vote for him and his Min-
istry, will give short shrift, and his Cabi-
net likewise. The Premier is also one of
those democrats who vigorously attempted
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in this House to interfere with the free-
education system in our primary schools;
and it was only by the attitude adopted
by the Opposition in rousing public opin-
ion throughout the country against the
proposal that the Government were corn-
pelled to withdraw that regulation. Yet
this is'the gentleman who is going to in-
troduce a, Bill for the establishment of
a university, which some people in the
State-one of them being part proprietor
of the l~es? Aluslralian, Dr. Hackett-
have set their heart upon, and -which they
recommend should be one at which there
.slhould be no f'ees charged. The Premier,
who attempted to introduce fees into the
primar~y schools, will introduce this Bill!
I suppose the Minister for Works. who
also has his -heart on the subject, is pre-
pared to believe that the Premier will
introduce the Bill providing for a. univer-
sity -without fees; but I do not think the
public are prepared to believe it. There
are members onl this side of the House
who undoubtedly wish to see our educa-
tion system extended. not in the fashion
that the Premier would extend it by
charging fees in our primary schools and
so on right through to the university, but
by giving to the poorest boy in the com-
munity, so long as he shows somec possi-
bilities, the opportunity of going into the
secondary schools and from there to the
university, in order that we may get the
best out of our boys irrespective of their
ability to pay fees. However, I do not
anticipate we are going to get very much
from thle Premier, front one who adopted
the attitude lie did in chiargring fees in our
primary schools. One paper has summed
up the Premier's attitude very well, and I
may repeat it here. It will be under-
stood I am merely speaking in a critical
sense. This paper says, "He is a queer
mixture of inherent toryism modified by
accommodating opportunism." There
was never a truer statement of any per-
son than that appearing in an influential
journal circulating in this State.

The Premier: Was that thie Workert
Mr. SCAI)DAN: Sitting in the same

Cabinet: and supporting the policy of
the present Premier, we have the member
for Greenough (Hon. J. L. Nanson), that

great advocate of the erection of State
flour mills and the export of flour instead
of wheat. We have not heard very much
about it since the hon, member has joined
the Cabinet. We used to hear something
about it when hie was sitting on the cross-
baencheg; but since he has been taken into
the Cabinet wre have heard nothing about
the advisability of exporting- flour instead
of wheat.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
it.

Mr. SCADDAN: It would be interest-
ing to hear from the Minister for Lands
what quantity of flour we are exporting
in lieu of wheat; end I would ask the
Attorney General to explain xvhether he
has put that principle in his pocket-the
principle of the erection of State flour
millsi-and whether hie is now prepared to
assist thle Minister for Lands in exporting
wheat, thuis leaving the dairying industry
to go to the wvall by our not having the
by-products. We will never be able to
build uip the dairying industry in the
State so long as -we export the wheat in-
stead of the flour. We want the by-pro-
duets to help to build up thle dairying in-
dustry, and it is a pity the Attorney Gen-
eral cannot bring suifficient pressure to
bear on Cabinet to have his pet hobby-
the principle of the erection of State flour
mills and the exportation of flour--con-
smrnmated. Of course the Premier
strongly opposed it. I remember well the
fight that took place across the Chamber
between the prescut Premier and the
member for Oreenough when the latter
brought tip the subject. The Premier op-
posed it very strongly, and pointed out-
I suppose he had no peronal obje&t in it
-- that hie Ara! part owner in a flour mill-
ing firm and that they were doing their
best to get an export market for their
flour which, lie said, was second to none
in the world. I would like to hear from
the Premier how much flour has been ex-
ported by that firm since lie made that
statement in the House. I merely men-
tion these mnatters in order to show that
the hon. gentlemen now sitting on the
Treasury' bench apparently have no coP.-
cern about the political opinions held by
each Minister, but that all they desire is
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that they shall remain in possesion of
the Treasury bench for a further term.
When the people of the State are asked
to express an opinion, and when they are
given a fair opportunity of expressing
it, and are not muzzled by gerrymander-
ing of electoral boundaries as proposed
by the present Government, I am satisfied
they 'will not tolerate snobl a mixture
of political opinions as now exists on the
Treasury bench.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: A job lot!
Mr. SCADDAN: They are a job lot.

Now, dealing with the admninistration of
sonmc of the departments, I want to be
as brief as possible in order that it may
not be too much tronble for the Minister
for Lands to turn tip files in his depart-
ment. I know how busy be must be f romn
the inesd into which he has got his de-
partment. Almost every day and in
every newspaper we find reference to the
maladministration of the Lands Depart-
ment. We find letter~s from men who
have lived in thle State 20, 30, and 40
years complaining about the methods
adopted by tbe department. We find
letters from men recently arrived in the
State. brought out here by advertisements
in the English newspapers telling them
about the opportunities presented to any-
one who desires to get on the land in
this State. When they arrive they find
that the land is not available unless they
kick their heels about Perth and follow
uip the Minister at his office very fre-
qluently and, according to rumour, go
e venl further than that. There is such
scandal at the present time in connection
with the administration of the Lands Do-
partrnent that I contend, for the honour
of the State. it is essential that a
thorough inquiry should be held into the
admjinistration of that department.

The Minister for Lands: Let us knowt
what is; wrong.

31r. SCADDAN: The lion, member
adopits: exactly the same attitude as other
Ministcis for Lands have adopted in
other States of Australia whien accused
of maladministration of their depart-
ments. We know what occurred iii New
South Wales, and we know what occurred

in Victoria in this regard; and if a simi-
lar state of affairs can be avoided-and
a full inquiry is the only way by which
we can avoid it-we should avoid any
scandals being perpetrated in this fair
young State of ours. That there are some
scandals is shown in the Press, scandals
such as have occurred in other States. We
find land-jobbing absolutely rampant, and
some accusations go so far as to say that
officers of the Lands Department have
assisted in this land-jobbing.

The Attorney General: And members
of Parliament.

Mr. Heitmaun: And Ministers.
Mr. SCADDAN: Do not make any

mistake. Let me tell the hion. gentleman
We do0 not want to cover uip anything. If
anaything has transpired that is not above
board, irrespective of who the members
of Parliament may be, let an inquiry be
held and the persons responsible suffer.
Make no mistake; we want to hide no-
thiug. There are rumours about in con-
nection with tire manner in which Mir.
Hedges, member of the Rouse of Repre-
seuratives, got his land south of Cunder-
din; and if I am not mistaken, the Miini-
ster for Mines has land there.

The Minister for Mines: Yes; I have
some land there.

Mr, SCADDAN: I thought so. It was
rirruou red the Mlinister had land theme, be-
cause he recently took a motor ear off the
train at Cunderdin and went down there-
I ami not sure whether it was the Minis-
terial nmotor car. It is convenient to have
a Ministerial motor car in which to travel
about to inspect your land and see that
everything is all right. But there are
rumours in connection with the manner
in which Mr. Hedges obtained his land.
I believe he has a fair quantity of it.
Some of it. I unaderstand, is dummied.
It would be advisa-ble for the Minister to
manke inquiry into this and give the House-
fu'll particulars. It is asserted that Mr.
Hedg-es just glot in in time to prevent this
area being- declared a reserve.

The -Minister for Lands: When did he
get it?

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minisler can
find out in his department if he wants to
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know. I give him the opportunity until
Tuesday next to find out and give parti-
eulars to the House. There are several
scandals in connection with the transace
tions at Dalwallinu. I believe the At-
torney General knows something about
one of the gentlemen who has brought
the matter before the public. The Press
are very slow to move, if the statements
ade by that gentleman are correct. I

believe the 'West Australian, who have
told the public times out of number that
their desire is to see that whatever Lrans-
actions occur in the State shall be fair
and above board, and that justice is done
to every individual, when that gentleman
went along and attempted to use their
columns to expose some of these trans-
actions in the Lands Department, for a
considerable time would not accept his
letters. I believe the Daily News, that
wonderfully outspoken journal I referred
to earlier, poinb~blank refused to publish
his letters at all. I -believe they went to
the department and obtained files, which
bon. members carnnot obtain very fre-
quently, and they told Mr. Moor, the gen.
tiemnan I refer to, that the matter was
more serious even than he haed stated, and
that there was not only perjury in
connection with the matters but some-
thing even worse, that the state-
ments made by Mr. Moor were so
serious that they would do injury
not only to the Government. but to the
State as a whole if all of these trans-
actions were published. These state-
ments warrant some inquiry, and
this motion will give the Minister for
Lands the opportunity to expla~in his posi-
tion and the position of his department
in these matters. On the Adidress-in-
Reply I said that from almost every land
agent in the State one could obtain con-
ditional purchase land, and also fre
homestead farms granted by the depart-
ment if one had sufficient money to pay
for thenm. There are publicans in this
State who have obtained land over p"nu-
ine applicants desirous of settling on the
land and taking it uip uinder residential
clauses. These iihlicans have obitained
the land. and immediately afterwards
placed it in the hands of a well-known

legislator who is a land agent-I refer to
Mr. Sommers. It is as well that these
things should be known; I do not want to
mince matters; I have with me a plan out
of Mr. Sommers' office, of certain lots
that were issued during March of this year~
to certain pubilicans in the State. These
publicans did nothing whatever on their
land, but the blocks can be obtained from
Mr. Sommners, a member of Parliament,
in one case three lots totalling about
2,000 acres in round figures for £2.5,
and iii another case 900 odd acres for
£100. Yet we are told there is plenty of
land in the State for everyone who
wants it. There is! We are told there
is no land-jobbing, but the land agents
are full of it. We have had genuine ap-
plieations, for land from people who have
had money and have been desirous of
spending it on the land. We have had
them asking every day, yet they cannot
obtain it. We have had them appearing
before land boards times out of number
-at the very lands board at which these
publicans got the land they had no de-
sire to do anything with. What does Urn
Minister say? He says, "What can I doI
I cannot get sufficient surveyors." Yet,
next day you will find him saying, "We
have 600,000 acres available for settle-
ment." And that goes on every day. It
was the first utterance made by the Mlini-
ster, and I believe there are still 100,000
acres available to-day, though we find
hundreds of people desirous of obtain-
ing land who cannot get it.

The Minister for Lands: Can you g-ive
me their namnes?

Mr. SCADDAN: I have sent them to
the Minister, and he has told them, "I
can do nothing for you; you will have to
put in continual applications before the
land board, and eventually they will get
tired of your applying and will give y-ou
a block."

The Minister for Lands: I showed
them where they could get land.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister is al-
ways ready to show them, hut when they
go for the land they find it is not avail-
able.

Mr. Johnson: He has a standinrg strip
of poison country to send them to.
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Mr. SCADDAN: Yes, as the member
for Guildford says, he has a standing
strip of poison country which he sends
them along to. These persons applied on
four occasions to the Land Board, but
have been unable to obtain land. Of
course they can obtain land of a kind,
but there are other matters to think of
apart from obtaining so mnuch aetual
land, for a would-be settler requires
either railway facilities or the possibility
of railway facilities being provided be-
fore long, also he needs to be within an
assured ra infall. When, however, appli-
cation is made for land within a reason-

able distance of a railway, either exist-
ing or proposed, or within a reasonable
rainfall are;. the M3inister says. "I can
do nothing- for you, you must take your
chance before the Land Board." Yet
we induce people by advertising in Eng-
lish papers to come out here. It is no-
thing short of misrepresentation, gross
and wilful misrepresentation, and it is
doingo this country a great deal of harm
to permit the advertisements to appear.
Here is one of the advertisements-

Special areas for new settlers!
Six hundred thousand acres for special
class of selectors. Six hundred thou-
sand acres are gazetted as being avail-
able for a special class of selectors to
the exclusion of all other persons.

That was put there with the deliberate
intention of making Englishmen desire
to come out here and to believe that this
land was made available for their special
use,. and that persons Other than immi-
grants would be excluded. The advertise-
ment coninues--

Locations comprised in this area of
600,000 acres are set apart as special
settlement lands, available for selec-
tion by persons who are not already
the owners of more than 100 acres of
rural land in the State. The fact that
this system of special areas will en-
able settlers to take uip contiguous
blocks is of special importance in view
of the oft-expressed desire of intend-
ing emigrants to form themselves into
small groups for the purpose of mutual
aid and co-operation.

W"hen the immigrants arrive, however,

the Mfinister tells them that there never
was anty intention on the part of the
Government to give them holdings -within
a reasonable distance of one another.
He tells us in Perth that such a thing
was no part of the Government policy.

The Minister for Lands: I said they
could not have preference over our own
people.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister said
just the opposite. He said the Govern-
nient never intended anything of the
kind and yet they allow these advertise-
Ments to continue. There is a foot-note
to the advertisement as follows-

Important to remember! In regard
to ordinary areas, the terms of settle-
inent provide for a free homestead of
160 acres, with the right to take up
to 2,000 acres at 10s. per acre, payable
in forty half-yearly instalments.

When these people comle, here they find
there is very little land available at 10s.
per acre, -within a reasonable distance
of a railway or a proposed railway, The
advertisement brought certain gentlemen
out here, and among tbem was he who
gave the Minister for Lands some annoy-
ance recently. He it -was who had to
telegraph to Victoria asking them to pro-
vide him with land there, as he and
others had been brought out here under
misrepresentations. The matter wvent be-
fewV the Minister, who promised to fix
up the niew arrival and those with him.

The, Minister for Lands: I refnsed to
fix them up with what they desired.

Mr. SCADDAN: The papers stated
that the Minister promised to fix them
tip, but when they went along he said
he would hAve nothing to do with them,
and could do nothing for them. As a
matter of fact, he would niot keep the
promise he made them, and they had
again to wire to Victoria asking the Pre-
mrier of that State to provide them with
land. We hear much boasting from the
Government in the country about the
number of immigrants they are bringing
out. They parade the fact that during
certain months a certain number of im-
migrants arrived, and they would lead
the people to believe that all of those
immigrants were farm labourers, or
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people desirous of going on the land;
yet we find the majority of those coming
here are domestic servants. They are
not likely to do much on the land, and
yet the Government boast of their pro-
gressive land polity as an inducement
to immigrants to come here. They are
inducing domestic servants to come here.
Only recently I saw in a journal in
England a statement made by the Go-
vernment agent, Mr. Ranford I believe,
to encourage domestic servants, pointing
out that there were thousands of young
men here waiting for wives, and that
the immigrants would be met on the
wharf at Fremantle and be embraced at
once by these Australian youths. A gen-
tleman living at Claremont told mne re-
cently that he heard two of these domes-
tic servants speaking together one day.
One said: "By Jove, I would like to get
hold of Sir Newton Moore now, and get
him to dig up some of those Australians
who are looking for wives; I cannot find
then." Every day we are faced with
this position of absolute misrepresenta-
tion, which induces genuine people in
the old country to sell out and come here
and find that they cannot get land. The
result is that they kick their heels in
Perth, spend what money they have, and
then some have to go to the Eastern
States. We boast of the land available,
but at the same time the Minister says
he can do nothing, that he has done all
he can. That there is something radi-
cally wrong with the administration of
the department is proved by numberless
instances. The Minister was all right
'while he could go round boasting of the
land and the general settlement scheme
of the Government, but when it comes
to providing people with land he is ab-
solutely at a loss. fle is at a loss to-day
and I doubt whether he knows one-half
of what is going on in the department.
There is the case at Dalwallinu referred
to by Mr. Mfoor in the Press, and in which
the Land Board, consisting of officers
of the Lands Department, placated a
Chinese official who was here on his holi-
days, in preference to a man who had
been here for many years, who had suif-
fered a great ideal through coming here,
and who, because he was down on his

li~ek, was passed over in favour of this
influential Chinese official, a man of cap-
ital, who was placated. A man down on
his luck can expect nothing from the
Minister. The board granted this Chi-
nese official the block applied for, against
a man who had been iii the State for
many years. Only a fewv inoths after-
wards, I believe a few weeks afterwards,
this Chinese official disposed of his land
for £325.

The Premier:- He is not a Chinaman.
Mr. SCADDAN: I believe he is a

Dane, Ihut he has a Chinese -wife. Hec
is a Chinese customs official.

The Premier: A customs official from
China.

Mr. SCADDAN:- He is a bird of pas-
sage, and yet the Government are pre-
pared to placate him while this genuine
resident is passed over. Not only that,
but the board went out of their way to
endeavour to placate the local resident
afterwards by asking him and his suns
to break the provisions of the Land Act
so as to get over the difficulty that ex-
isted. Ms. Moor and his sons had ap-
plied for certain blocks which the sons
obtained on certain conditions, and when
Mr. Moor, senior, was not successful in
obtaining the blocks which were given to
the Chinese official, the hoard asked. him
to put in an application for the blocks
allotted to his sons and he would get
them. That sort of thing is going on Lo-
day in the Lands Department which is
administered so finely by the preient
Minister, that is, according to the state-
ments we hear from the Minister for
Mines and others when back-scratching
one another in the bnck-t locks. It would
be well to get the Minister to pay atten-
tion to the department in order to expose
the scandals which exist and which will
not do him, the Government, or the State
any good. Certain settlers who kirrived
at Albany obtained land near Mount Bar-
ker. They were advised to take it up
there, as were scores of residents, That
land was taken lip by those people oil
the advice of the Lands Department, but
when it was obtained and the owners ap-
plied to the Agricultural Bank for loans,
they were met with a refusal on the
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",round that the land was not suitable for
the purpose for which it was selected.
On the one hand we have the Lands De-
partment foisting land off on the resi-
dents and immigrants, and on the othet
hand the Agricultural Banuk are e'ndem,4v-
iug the laud immediately afterwaros.
floes the Minister pride himself )n that
kind of administration? We have a case
also of an apl~picant opi the goldfield~s,
Mr. MeCourt. The Attorney General is
jprobably listening to thie facts, for a
member of Parliament is in that ease too.
A gentlemani made application for cer-
tain lots and obtained them, and I believe
they were eventually on the market in
the bands of a land agent. Irrespective
of the attitude adopted by that land
agent-lie is in this Chamber and] can ex-
plain for himuself-I quote the case in
order to show the sort of thing- that is
going on here.

Mr. Gourley: On a point of order, [lie
lion, member is reflecting on me, for I un-
deistand I am the member to whom lie
is referring. The land was never in my
hands for sale in any shape or tonin.
His statement wvill be published in die
Press and might reflect on me. I know
absolutely nothing- about it.

.)r. Foulkes: I noticed in to-day'q
paper that ruy name is mentioned in re-
gard to a complaitnt, stating that 1 had
been consulted by the member for Leo-
flora in regard to some transaction affect-
ing land in the flalwallinu district. I
know nothing whatever about tie trails-
action. I am glad to have the opportu-
nity of stating that Mr. Gourley never
spoke to me abIout it. f know nolh!i n.
about it.

Ifr. SCAI)DAN: There are zany
members absent from their seals, or we
inight have had other explanations.

Mr. Bolton: There would be plenty in
another Chamber.

Mdr. SCADDAN: There is also a scan-
dal in connection with a gentleman tined
Myers, at Wongan Hills. I have not the
full particulars, but I understand that
he, while possessed of a homestead block
or under residential sections, applied for
other tots under similar conditions and

was asked by thle department to tlake ad-
vantage of Section 634 to get over the
difficulty lie had placed himself and the
department iii. Then there is the ease
of certain scandals on the Stirling Es-
tate. I have heard of two persons to
whom ap~proval niotices were sent for tile
samne lot ot that estate. One, Mr. flunk-
ley, who obtained it, was not a resident
and did not comply with the conditi-ins
under which the blocks were thrown open'.
Is there any truth in that statement, and
if soi, who is responsible? That ease
shows the laxity of the department.
When dealing with the administration of
the Lands ])epartment one cannot over-
look the immrigration policy of the GoA-
erninent. During the last two or three
monthis we have had repeated letters
in the newspapers coming from diffelcent
persons, some old residents, others recent
arrivals, and some assisted immigrants,
referring to the maladministration of the
department, and stating they were unable
to obtain laud they had been led to be-
lieve they could get. Notwithstandin~g
these letters we find that during the next
few months about 2,000 more immigrants
will arrive from England. I want to
know what sort of chaos we will get into
if soietliinu, is not done in the Lands
Department. Is the Premier going to
take any action ? When one goves to the
Minister for Lands in connection with
the treatment of immigrants, or even if
one goes to the Premier, the reply that
he receives is, "I do not know anything
about it."

The Premier: J have never had any-
thing- brought before me, and I have never

ren that reply.
Mr. SCADI)AN: But the lion. member

has only been Premier for two or tbnee
hours.

The Premier: You referred to me.
Mr. SCADDAI: I am speaking of the

position of Premier generally. For a
considerable time this kind of scandal has
been going on, and the Minister for
Lands, when the matter is brought be-
fore him, says that he is not responsible.
I take it, therefore, that the Premier is
responsible; at any rate we will know in
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future where to send dissat istied inini-
gi1ants.

Thei Preier: Why do you ii it state
facts?

Mr. SCADDAN; I aon stating factb,
aid I say timat the whole position has
been tl llow ed to drift th rougih negleei onl
the part of the Government in not t-
pointing a responsible person in London
to fill the positioni of Agent General, It is
aIboit 12 months sinlce we have had an
A gout (leneral representinug t his State in
ILondon. with the resuit, and there is i1 1
d1oubth about it, t hat chaqos exists in !lhe
Agent (loneral's office. We have as lec-
titter in England Mr*. Hanford who,
when in this State, where lie is veil
known, was not too careful about the
sttemnent.% that hie made, and hie is going
about making statements there whichi.
when immiurants; arrive in this State as
a result of what they have heard from
him, Will be very difficult to prove.
Who is responsibie for that kindt of
thing? Is it the Minister for
lands ox the premier I This has
been going Onl nOW for at period of 12
months, and when asked recently wimat
the intentions of the Government were
wvith regard to the Agent Generai, the
Premier answered that lie hoped to make
all announcemeint shortly. I say it is up
to the fliuse to demand that thie an-
nouiicement be xmde immediately in con-
nection with the appointment of an
Agent General. Is it because there is no
person in the State capable of filing ihiat
office that tie appointment is tot umde?
I want to know why no appointment hase
been made, and whether it is because
there are possibilities of political changes
in the future. It is as well that we
should know thne reason why the Govern-
ment have allowed the office to remain
vacant for a period of 12 months. In
connection with immigration, .I wvait to
say that I believe in the suglgestion whichi
was made by Mr. Marwick. who was re-
cently elected to another place, and] wade
also by the Minister for Works, and re-
commended as well by a select committee,
that the people who are brought out here
for the purpopse of going- on the land, or

working as farml labourers, should be
taken ilmedi a tely onl arrival into the
coun triy distic ts, a i(1 iiof. hou sed in
Perth, until t hey canl intl emnploymnent.
Th~e Whole difficulty is that t hey are lo-
cated near the Labour Bureau, wvhere thiey
reg-ister their names in the hope that they
may obtain work in the City. If they
were irnediatelv laken, to ( lie country
they would then; be available for t hose
who required farm labou rers. Under ex-
istiiig, circuinsta ices a inumbier of thlese
immigran ts obta in work in thle City,
while othiei ci tizenis wvlu tire art isa is are
not able to sce what work thiere may be
available.

Mr. Boltoii: The Railway Department
employs a great number ofthdem now.

Mi. s('ADDAN: I know they do, and
somec of them also in (lie district repre-
sented by thle Mlinister for Works, ad
t hat gelt lemfani knows of then].

Tile Minister for Works: I do not
kow.
Mr. SCADI)AN: Then YOU wvant to

look up the report of the evidence taken
by the select committee. ('owing to tile
Mines Department, let ine say that this
does not affect thme Minister for Mines en-
tirely, it affects the Governlment as a
wvhole, and whlenm [ say this I have in my
mind their inaction in connection with the
Rerteaux scandal at Davyliumt. This
House dealt with that question on a pre-
vious occasion, and practically forced the
Minister tar Mines to take some aebion
in connection with it. As a matter yf
fact I believe it was only through the
Premier asserting his position that an
inquiry was eventually held. The Minis-
ter. for Mines wvas not anxious to have
this inquiriy. but it showed that the state-
ments made by, the member for Boulder
were proved uip to the hilt, and they wvere
that this mail Berteaux had been defraud-
ing the Mines Departmeiit and the Trea-
sury of this State. Even When that was
proved, we were not able to take action
against him. Thle Miinister for Mines and
other members of the Cabinet refused to
take action against this Juan, and the
Crown Law Department also adopted a
rather peculiar attitude. It has been
stated here already, and I repeat it again
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to-day, that Mr. Sayer made a report to
the Premier to be read to this Chamber,
and arrived at a decision, showing that
they could not p roseeute this person, from
the tiles which be had never seen. That
was absolutely proved in this Chamber,
and on advice such as that the Crowvn
Law Department has taken iio action
against Berteaux. I believe, and members
in the House also believe, that the Gov'-
ermnent were not game to take action.

The Attorney General: That is not so.
Mr. SCADDAN: Why did they not

do so?
The Attorney General; The matter was

carefully investigated and the Crown
Solicitor and Mr. Sayer both decided
there should be no prosecution.

Mr. Gill: Did they say there was an
element of doubt?

Mr. SCADDAN: This matter has re-
ceived so much attention in the House and
in the country' that it should have been
lip to the Government to protect their
honotir and take action, even though they
lost the case.

Mr. Holman: They were afroaid of ex-
posure.

Mr. SCADDAN: It had been shown
conclusiv'ely that Berteaux had defrauded
the M.\ines Department, and yet no action
was taken, and it was generally known
that the Go(vcrnmnent wvere not game to
take action for- fear of other exposures.
I say that lte Government are lacking in
their ditty, not only to the country but to)
themsqelves, in not tnking action against
an individual, irrespective of whether he
is a friend of the Ministry or not, for
having defrauded the revenue of the
State.

Mr. Holman;: He was a postal vote
officer at Menzies.

Mr. SCADDAN: There is no doubt that
he did render conspicuous services to the
Minister for Mfines when that gentleman
was seeking re-election. It is a scandal
second to none in the State, and had the
gentlemen sitting on the Treasury bench
been sitting in opposition with a Labour
Government in powver. there would have
been a hue and cry' about the dishonesty
and the dishonourable tactics of the Gov-
einent. Yet this case goes by the board;

nothing- is said. The administration of
lte liospil ais is another matter for coin-
inoli in the country. and without labon r-
ing, thle qu estion I wish to s~ay that the
Goverinmeint. apparentlY- withI a desire to
balanwe thIeir ledger. arei gmin g to make I he
sick aurd those struck dlownt 1)v ini.fortuuie
in the back count ry, and those who have
gone oult to blaze the track, as the memn-
ber for Pilbara would say. be the suffer-
ers. These are the people who arc to
square the ledger for the (Joveraent.
The Government have reduced the sub-
sidies to the hospitals because they can
find no otlher method of bringing about
what I hey desire. This is the spirit shown
by the Government who parade themselves
as a democratic Government. 'Co my way
of thinking their only desire is to sink
the interests of the masses in order that
a favoured few boodlers and others masy
continue to prosper. We have among
the proposals as outlined by the Premier
the Redistribution ovf Seats Bill. Let me
say that I know of no more dastardly
action to enable a party to continue in
power irrespective of the wishes of the
people than the proposals as they will
be found in this measure. 1 know of no
precedent in thre history of the Common-
wealth for an action such as that which
it is intended to take. Here are the Gov-
ernnment going to use their majority to
force down the throats of the people a
re-adjustment of the boundaries of Lte
various electorates for no other apparent
purpose than to enable them to retain
possession of the Treasury bench. To my
way of thinking it is not a matter vitally
affeting any party in the Chamber,
though it can be taken for granted that
the Government will not deal in any way
favourably with this side of the House.
But this is not the objection to the move
to be taken by the Government. The
Legislative Assembly should be a true re-
flex of public opinion, and the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill, which is to be intro-
duced for party purposes as proposed by
the Government, is nothing short of a
determination to prevent free expression
of public opinion, in order that this party
ma~y continue in opposition. The Attor-
ney General shakes his head. Why, I
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ask, have not the Government shown. their
hland in connection with this matter ? If
this be a matter of public interest, as it
must be, why do not the Government pub-
lish what they propose to do in order that
the people may have time to consider the
qluestion before it is forced down their
throats. as will he the case when the Bilt
is introduced at the end of the session.
If the Government are desirous of bring-
ing about a readjustment of boundaries,
why not introduce a system similar to that
in existence in the Commonwealth Parliat-
ment and in the other States? Only re-
cently' there was anl Electoral Districts
Bill introduced into the Queensland As-
sembly. There the Government might
have adopted an attitude similar to that
proposed in this State, and they might
have mnade use of their brutal majority
to readjust the boundaries of the electo-
rates so as to retain their positions on the
Treasury bench. It is rumoured, and
there is a certain amount of truth in the
rumour, that the 'Ministerial party had a
meeting and discussed this question, and
that members supporting the Government
have pledged themselves to support the
passage of the Redistribution of Seats
Bill. It May he as well for the Premer
to give that a denial if it is not trite. The
fact remains, however, that it is freely
stated that the 'Ministerial party have coni-
sidered this question, and for party pur-
poses aire going to use their majority to
fnrce it through. Here, then, have we a
(l-eoratie. Government who arc going to
use their brutal majority to stifle public
opinion. The Queensland Bill to regulate
the adjustment of the electoral boundary
prin-ides in Clause 7-

In making the division consideration
shall be given by thle Commissioners to
(a) community or diversity of inter-
ests; (b) means of communication; (c)
physical features; (d) the area of pro-
posed districts which do not comprise
any part of a city or town-and subject
thereto the quota of electors shall be
the basis for the division of the State
into electoral districts, and the Com-
missioners may adopt a margin of al-
lowance to be used whenever necessary
but in no ease shall such quta be de-

parted from to a greater extent than
oue-ftfth more or one-fifth less.

The Premier will probably say that we
are passing our Redistribution of Seats
Bill on those lines, and that we will take
all those facts into consideration; but the
main fact that they wilt take into con-
sideration will be that they are in
power and that they want to remnain in
power. If that is not the case why do not
the Government state definitely to the peo-
ple and to the House what they propose to
do, or appoint a Commission such as that
which exists in Queensland to rearrange
the boundaries without consideration
of party or for party purposes?
It is not a matter of the number support-
ing any party in the House or in any
future Parliament; it is a question of
giving the public a fair opportunity of
expressing their opinions onl political]
questions; of the day. Of course, it has
been a. method adopted in many other
countries, such as America, where the
party in office -have abused their power to
gerrymander the electoral boundaris for
their profit, in order that they might re-
turn with a majority. That, apparently,
is the intention of the present Govern-
ment,' an initeion supported by all those
democrats oii thle Treasury- bench, even
that great democrat, the Minister for
Works, who is the president of the Demo-
cratic League at Subiaco. I would like
to hear that leagune on this question, and,
moreover, 1 would like an opportunity of
addressing that league myself.

The Minister for Works: They want
something eduicational. though.

Mr. SCADIIAX: That is why they put
the lion, member in thle chair-to muzzle
himi.

Mr. Troy: It is easy enough; all you
want to do is to tumble a bit.

Mr. SCADDAN: We have also a pro-
posal for this Chamber to consider dur-
ing the next few weeks, namely, the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Bill. I want
the Premier to tell the House whether he
is making provision in that Bill for the
reduction of the franchise of another
place. It has been the proniounced policy
of the party now in power to bring about
the reduction of thle franchise of the
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legislativt tijUncil ever sice 11P05. Thle
Premier himself has declared] that in his
own electoralte, and has repeated it in the
Chambert 'fie ex-Premier introduced a
Bill dealing with the questionl, hut the Bill
was thrown out in another place owinig to
its not having secured the statutory maj-
ority required for its passage. Yet we
Aind that at Saibiaco the other eveniug the
Premier tuade reference to certain pro-
posals which it 'was his intention to put
through. lPor instance, there was the
Licensing Bill, the Health Bill, eind the
Roads Bill, each of which was already
before the House; while there was also
to be introduced the Redistribution of
Seats Bill. These, he said, were four
important measures which the Govern-
ment intended, if lpossible, should be put
through and passed into law this session;
but he omitted to make any mention of
that part of the Moore Government's pol-
icy represeitod by the proposed reduction
of the fina nehise of the Liegislative oun-
cil. And in making a statement in the
House on Tuesday evening last the Prem-
ier referred to this Bill, which he said had
been promised for some time. Continu-
ing thle Premier said-

And we are going to endeavour to
pass it. Amongst other things it will
increase the life of Parliament from
three Years to four years. and it will
also abolish the necessity for a memher
of the House, on accepting a portfolio,
having to seek re-election.

No reference is made there to the ques-
tion of the reduction of the franchise of
another place.

The Premiier: Pi you not hear mae re-
fer to itT

Mr. SCADIDAN: 'No. I was in my
place, but I heard no reference to that
question. I mentioned it to other mnem-
hers,. hut they also had failed to hear any
reference to it. Then, not being satis-
fied, I looked "P' the West Austraiaen,
and, still unconvinced, turned up the
Hansard report of the Premier's sp~eech;
hut it contained no0 reference to any such
thing. Of course, the Premier may in-
tend to include it-I hope he does-hut
I want to point to the omission when
he made that statement the other night.

Accordinig to his statement the provisions
of the Bill would increase the tenure of
Parliament, and abolish the necessity for
MA~inisters to seek re-election on accept-
ance of otfice; and he declared that the
Bill lied been promised for same time. I
have not heard of any agitation for the
Bill, nor of any promise that it would be
forthcoming. There has been no desire
to extend the tenure of Parliament from
three to four years. As a miatter of fact,
the public complain that Parliament is
too lengthy to-day, that we get out of
touch With public opinion; and 1 believe
it is true, eSpecially When I Look across
the Chamnber and remark the gentlemen
constituting the Government. It is now
over two years since the present Gov-
ernment appealed to the country, and
clearly they are getting out of touch with
public opinion. To extend the term of
Pa rliamien t f rom three years to f our years
is, in my opinion, inadvisable at the pre-
sent juncture, and I say the Government
are not justified in making such a pro-
posal. We dier a lot about policy and
pledges, but this hans been no part of the
Government policy, nor do f think they
have given a pledge in this direction. I
say we have no right to do this without
first consulting fhe people. It is a inatter
effecting thme future policy of the State,
and it is of sLuch iseriousness that the Gov-
ernment should not for a moment consider
its adoption. Then there is the question
of Ministers seeking re-election on the
acceptance of office. In this respect I
can sympathise with the Premier who, as
one having suffered defeat on seeking re-
election after acce])tance of office, is now
taking the earliest opportunity of intro-
ducimng a Bill calculated hi avert that
humiliation in future. Has there been
an~' general demand for this mefomn

The Premier: Do you not want it?
Mr. SCAl)UAN: I am not asking for

ii. Let moe tell thp Premrier that when,
after the next general election, we are
occupying that bench, we will not he alter-
ing GUY polic 'y from session to session;
and even when, a change is made- in Cabi-
nek we %,till not be fearful of appearing
before the electors.

Thme Premier: Who is fearful?
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Mr. SCADDAX: The Premier is not
fearful) Is this not prima. facie evidence
that he is fearful)7 He was not fearful
on a previous occasion, but when hie actu-
ally faced the electors lie wished there
had been some such provision its this
which he now proposes. PersonallyI
do not know that it is advisable that Mini-
sters sbould bare to return to the countryv
on accepting oflice: but ii is a good safetY
valve, and it affords opportunity for an
expression of opinion.

'Mr. Augwvin: As in the ease of the
Mforgans Ministry.

Mr. SCA1)DAN: The Morgans Minis-
try was a case inl point. I do not know
that there is any desire for a change in
this direct iou. Let uts give the country
rite 'opponrtiuity--

The lPremier: Why not discuss all that
wlhen thle Bill is before the Rouse?

Mr. SCADI)AN: I am merely showing
the tendency of the Premier, who is not
long in power before displaying his re-
arlioiiar v leanings. Here 'we have been
fighting to reduce the tenure of Parliai-
mnt, and we find the Premier desirous
of extendiung it and avoiding the necessity
of 2linisters going to the country on ac-
cepting office. I do not know that it is
liecessary to proceed at much greater
length. r would like to refer to the
statement made by the Preinier the other
eveningv., whlen lie proposed that. dluring
thle sessionl. lie would put through no
fewer thau line Bills for the construction
sof railvav., in various agricultural dis-
ticts.

The P remlier : I asked the lion, member
to assist me.

Mr. SOADDAN: I-will, but the Pre-
unier niigtht ask the Attorney General also
ti assist him, It maybhe news to thle Pre-
mnier I., know that the Attorney General
is opp osedl to ( lie construction of new
lint's. He hs, opposed the construction

ornew% railways in this State.
"le A ttore Gicv(enera1l: Glet out Yo ur

scroll booik.
Ai r. SCAIDl AN: There are some very

hitl 5(YII 11 ill it: scmrs of speeches madfe
bv tile Attornwv I ;P:1al in contradlictioii
o it lseWt from11 tulle to lime. Everv'
,iX vialhe Att'riieY (eneral erhalnes

his p)olitical opinions. He held an opin-
ion in 1904 in coniiection writh the railway
constructioi proposals of the flaglish
Government. He said they were not re-
quired. that we (lid not require new rail-
ways; hut to-1ay we find him one of the
great siuppjorters of the proposed exten-
sion of our railway system in agricultural
districts. Let me say it is commndable;

Iatt pleased to think [lie Attorneyv Gen-
eral has been converted by the sp)eeches
of lioii. membhers on this side to the con-
strict ion if railways in agricultural dis-
tricts. 'rte Premier himself ont one coca-
sion ridiculed the idea of going in for a
priogressive policy of railway construction
in the agricultural districts. When the
preseul Mlinister for Works, as leader of
the Labour Governient. brought down his
Policy. the present Premier attempted to
pass ridicule onl it. The present Premier
was then sittiuig in Opposition. I will
renld to you what be said-

The Premier also spoke of putting
out spur lines anywhere along the
("reat Southern Railway, at dry dock
;it lFremantle. mid] sewerage wvorks. All
these things totted tip to several mil-
lions of money. When wye had pub-
liely' stated through the Giovernment
of tile day that wye were going to emt-
hark sin t his progressive policy* and
build railways here, there. .and every-
whiere, it would haove lbeenl hetter if
wye could have shown by legitimate
means a revenue account that at any
rate would hav'e balanced .,ur expendi
a re.

Where would our agricultural railwvay.,
hiave been to-day if the Premier, as
member of the Moore Government, had
inicl that his first principle-that we

should balance the ledger before eon-
stracting. agi'icul tural railways?

,rihe Premier: That was because youl
hadl no borro-ing policy.

Mr. SCADDAX: The hion. member
knows that is aibsolutelyv incorrect. He
killows his colleutftre. the M1inister for
Wo rk,. the then Premier, left at eon sid-
ep101kl batlance )i Loan1111 Accoiuint iii orderf

1, onstruct thlese railways.
Mr. Bath: One millioii pundus.
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Mr. SCADDAN: There is no consist-
earay in members who adopt an attitude
of that kind when in opposition, and
then when in office declare tlhemselves in
favour of agricultural railways.

The Premier: You have been inisqluot-
ing.

Mr. SCADDA N: No:- I have been
quoting from Jfansaurd, and the lion.
member can turn it up for himself and
see if he can deny it. By way of show-
ing the consistency of the Attorney Gen-
eral, it is interesting to look back and
see what lie had to say. His remarks
were as follow:

In the Greenouigh district the far-
mer did not say much on the larger-
question, hut asked for roads to give
easy access to a market. Till these
were provided more ambitious schiemes
might be kept in the background. -Not
only roads but suitable railway facili-
ties were needed-not new lines of
railway, but a further use of existing
lines.

These are the gentlemen who go about
the country condemning the mark-time
policy of the Labour Government, and
saying that we are attempting to pre-
vent the progrdss of the State;, and, at
the same time, taking credit to them-
selves for having introdneed light agri-
cultural railways into the State.

The Attorney General: We did not
say new lines were not needed.

Mr. SCADDAN: Whlat you said was,
"1not only roads, but suitable railway fa-
cilities were needed-not new fines of
railway, but a further use of existing
lines."I

Sitting suspended from 6_J5 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SCADDAN: Before the adjourn-
nieat I was referring to the attitude
adopted in the past by somne of thle miem-
bers. now ocenpying the front Ministerial
bench, and I was also dealing with the
legislation proposed for the remainder
of the session as outlined in the state-
ment made b 'y the Premier on Tuesday,
I understand that since that -statement
was made onie political organlisation in
thle State has bad a meeting. Whether
they are in the conifidence of the Premnier

I do not know, hut I understand they
have decide-d that by hook or by crook
the Redistribution of Seats Bill must
pass. Will the Premier inform the
Howie whet her the National Political
League has had a draft of the Bill or
has been informed of the nature of the
lproposal, in the Bill, while the public
have not been able to obtain any infor-
inition whasoever, except to the extent
that the Mfilisterial paty had a meet-
ing- and deemeed that they would puat the
Bill di rotugi despite all the opposition
that will be broughit against it? It is
rather a remairkable thing that a party
such as the National Political League
should be able to decide that a Bill
of this kind should be passed when they
have not had an outline of it. If they
have had it. they have had more than
the g-eneral public or muembers of the
House know. It is an1 unu1sual course,
and I think the Premier should inform
the House.

The Premier: Was the hon. member
at their meeting?

M1r. SCADDAN: No; but it was pub-
lished in the newspapers that the league
had a meeting and decided the Bill must
be passed.

The Premier: I have not seea or heard
anything of it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Of course we know
they have a paid organiser. a memuber c f
this Chamber, the member for Murray:
and he attended the Ministerial party's
meeting when the matter was discussed-

The Minister for Works: Did hie?
Mr. SCADDAN :Prohably the Minis-

ter can tell me hie knows,. T am
pretty certain all -the members were
there except one or two who could not
attend ; and I think the member for
Munray was (one of then-, and. being
paid organiser of that orgpanisation. hie
'Woiuld probably give them the informna-
tion with the result that they could dis-
cuss something the House has not had
the opportunity of hearing. These are
the political methods adopted to-day in
order to prevent the free expression of
public opinion in this Chamber. Deal-
ing with the forecast of legislation for
the remainder of the session. may I draw
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attention to the omnission of any refer-
ene to an amiendmnent of the Arbitra-
tion Act? While M1inisters find tine to
deal withi the question of the extension
Of the teure of Parlianient. and with
the advisability or otherwir's (of members
retuning to their constituients when ao-
eepting oice, they bare no time to deal
with the more vital questions affecting
the welfare of the wsorkers (if the State.
It is not that tie matter has not been
brought uinder their notice, because the
president of the Arbitration Court, and
the members of the court, and the news-
papers and the public generally have
been discussing the matter for months
past and saying that the legislation in
this respect should be made adequate
to meet the cireumstane; that arise; yet
we hear nothing from the, Premnier, it is
no concern to the Premier what becomes
of the workers of the country- ,oln

as hie i.s reaping advantage from the
workers-' efforts. The country is pros-

peig. but 1 ami afraid that if the pre-
sent Government reinain in office any
length of time it will be one section of
the community, and a very smiall sec-
tion, that will enjoy the fruits of our
prosperity. The past of the Premier
leads me to that view. I amt not going
to refer at any greater length to the
proposals; if the Government, except to
say that I cannot for the life of me see
how the House can continue to have con-
fidence in the Government as at present
constituted. For a collection of varied
political opinions, commend mue to the
present Treasury bench. We have mem-
hers sitting on that bench who have in
the past eondemnned in the strongest pos-
sible terms the political tendencies (of
the very person they accept as their
Premier, as the one who will formulate
their Policy in the future. 'We have one
who is recog-nised as; the black-labour re-
presentative in the House, the member
for Kimberley. one who nrged the State
Government to approach the Federal Go-
vernment to relieve the pearling industry
by allowing the introduction of inden-
tured lathM1r to work the pearlinz boats
in the North-West. At the oilier end of
the bech we have a entleman who the

rillier night formned a democratic league
in Subiaco. and one of the planks of
tiat league was that the tropical indus-
tries shouild be encouraged b 'y the em-

ployment of Europeaits and abor-iginal
labour only. I want to know how that
L-eistlemnn can reconcile these two things.
lHe joined the Cabinet at the same time
as the gentleman who wvants to' intro-
duce Asiatic labour, and yet hie conitends
that he still holds the same jpilitical
views as, before lie joined the tCabinet.
How can the hon. member reconcile the
two positionsi Ag-ain, we have a gentle-
muan who previously championed the civil
service and condemned the Government
fot their attitude towards school teachers
anid civil servants. 'Now that gentleman's
Chief is the one who is the enemfy Of the
free edmiention system. We have the
Crown Law Department controlled by an
Attorney General wvho has only left his
school in England, yet hie is now leader
of the Bar in this State;, and we are to
have confidence in that department, that
department which by its action in the
Berteaux case, the Gerald Browne ease
and, may LI say, the Harry Brown case
has been conniving at illegal actions and
doing nothing to bring wrongdoers to
justice. Also, we have the Minister for
Mines retaining charge of his department
by a sing, the irregniarities of his own
s-upporter-s to oust a person honestly re-
turned aftbe head of the poll. He sits
now, quite satisfied everything is all right,
cheek by jowl with the very person
againist whom some years ago he stamped
the counatry in opposition to that iennou's
conservative tendencies. We have the
Lands Department in ai muddle that I
suppose no other department in the State
(ir- in other Slates has previously got
into, with scandals that would ilever be
tolerated in other States of the Common-
wealth, and withi outside influence brought
to bear on the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: It is not true.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member

must not use that expression.
The Minister for Lands: I withdraw.
Mr. SCAD DAN: Outside influence

hrought to bear on the 'Minister in con-
nection with complaints made when alto-

931



S3~ [ASSEMBLY.]

eating, certain lots to persons residing in
the State. I it is necessary to muention
names I canl mention that of Mr. Dunkley
and [lie Stirling Estate. Will the Minis-
ter deny that outside influence was used
to silence certain individuals whlen they
were writing9

The 'Minister for Lands: Certainly I
do.

Mr. SCADDAN : We will bring proofs
that outside influence was used.

The Minister for Lands: The board
dealt with it.

Mr. SCADDAN: I amn speaking about
after the board. So we have departments
conniving at illegal actions and taking no
action, as a matter of fact assisting per-
sonts to escape justice. We have onl the
Treasury bench the holders of different
opinions, one in favour of black a ad
Asiatic labour to encourage the in -
dulstries, in the North-West. 1ad
another making- it a9 plank iii IIs
platform that it should be done byv
European and aboriginal labour only. We
have the opponent of the worker in eveny
possible sense at the head of the Gover-
ment, a manl wbo in the Arbitration Court
on behalf of certain firms advocated that
6s. a day should be the living wage for
those employed in our industries, a moan
who has stated in the House that elderly
men and boys should be at the merc~y of
their employers despite the fact that wre
have an Anbitration Court to regulate
wages and hours of labout-. We have at
discontented civil service, the hearts%
knocked out of our- school teachers owing
to the action of the Education Depart-
mentl in some directions, some of whichi
were referred to recently by the _Minister
for Works. We have warden, in our
asyxlums and gaols discontented even at-
most to the extent of leaving wo,-k. We
have our railway servants makingo re-
peaited applications to the Premier for
assistance towards their welfare, All this
is going on, butl with the present Govern-
ment and their supporters there is no
hope for the future for the workers. If
opportunity wvere given to the people of
the country to express an opinion on
members of the 'Ministerial beach, I am
satisfied nnt one-half of the Ministeri-

would be returned. There is no doubt
about the feeling in the country. Two
out of three of the persons you meet in
the street will tell you they have no faith
in the administration of the present Gov-
ernment with the present Premier at the
head or affairs. That being so, I ask
those on the Government side of the
House. who contend that they hold demo-
cratic views, whether they will give ti-e
public an opportunity of expressing an
opinlion onl the present Administration.
Last session there was introduced a Bill
to amendl the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Act in order to pernit the Govern-
rnent to buy further estates, but no men-
tion was made of the fact that the Bill
was introdluced for one p~urpose only, and
that was to permit the Government to buy
an) estate [lien owned by thv(le member for
Gascoy' ne (Afr. Butcher). Will the Gov-
ernmtent deny that that is the way they
carry on government-by introducing
measures for the special purpose, as they
did last session, in order to permit them
to buy an estate from the member for
Gascoyne?

Mr. Jacoby' : Do you allege anything
corrupt in that?

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
would not uinderstaind it if I (lid. The
fact remains that when the Bill was
passed, no mention was made of [lhe fact
that its object was to buy that estate.
Yet [lie member for Gascoyne with the
full knowledge of the fact that the pur-
chase was beingl made, waited tintil the
last inuient and sent in his resignation
iii such . manner as there would be no
OPPOrttlinity of aiiy opposition. andl posed
before his electors -.s beirng the 01113 hon-
on rable inul iii thle HioSe. T welve
mo~nthis ag. * the Government were intro-
dingli. a Bill. withiout mentionlingl it. to,
purchelase his estate. Wh ' d (id lie not
tell his ci nstil jien ts then that hie was sell-
ing,, is estate, and t hat hie would ha've to
conic before them for their further suff-
rages? He made it. imention of it until
the writ had been, practically issued. Then
hie provcded oil the journey to Onseovt,.
so thlit 1141 onle else could follow, Now lie
poses ats flit' only hon. memnber in the
Chamber.
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Mr. Butcher:- That is incorrect.
Mr. SCADDAN: It is absolutely cor-

rect; no other man could get there in
time for nomination. I contend that the
time has arrived when the people should
be given another opportunity to express
their opinion of the policy of the Govern-
ment, outlined by the Premier, and as to
the administration by the Government of
the departments. Members should con-
sider the question from that standpoint,
not from the standpoint of extending the
tenure of Parliament so as to avoid res-
ponsibility. If this is done I am satis-
fled that in the very near future, as the
result of members going before the peo-
pie, we will obtain an alteration in policy
and in the administration of the depart-
ments.

On inotion by ihe Premier debate Ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 7.47 p.m.

Tuesday, 11th October, 1910.
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The Speaker took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
p.m., and read prayers.

MA. IOLMNAN'S POLICE COURT
FINE.

Mr. Brown having given notice to ask
the Attorney General: Has the fine of
£25, inflicted on the hon. memiber for
Murchison for a,;sisting in a strike been
paidi If not. why not?

Mr. HOLMANY said: I can answer that
question now: The fine has not been paid.
nor~ have the costs been paid, nor will they
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ever be paid.. nor have the two months
been d]one.

PRIVILEGE-MR. BROWN AND AN
OFFICE OF PROFIT.

.- Press interview.
Mr. HOLAN (Murchison) : On a

question of privilege, I desire to draw
your attention, Mr. Speaker, to a para-
graph in an interview granted by the
member for Per th, or the a-member for
Perth as he is in my opinion, to a news-
paper during the last few days. It
referred to the matter I hrought
forward in the Hobuse last week, in
which I asked your ruling as to whether
the member for Perth was in order in sit-
ting in thi Chamber as hie had accepted
an office of profit under the Crown.
Since then M1r. Brown has given an inter-
view to the Press, an interview which con-
tains more than one deliherate untrath,

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member
moust not use that expression in the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: I withdraw it, hut I
will say that the statement is absolutely
incorrect. fn the first place Mr. Brown
in his interview with this -paper said-

I have nothing to hide, nothing to he
ashamed of so far as I can see, and I
have certainly not Abrogated my fanc-
Heons as a legislator any more than has
Mr. Holmnan on several occasions.

That means that I have received payment
from the Crown for services I have ren-
dered. I desireC to give that an emphatic
denial as I have never received a solitary
appointment from the Crown in any re-
spect, nor have I received any payment
from the Crown in connection with any
matter. Further on in the interview Mr.
Brown says--

MY. Holman was nominated as asses-
sor for the plaintiff (Barry) and at-
tended two sittings of the arbitrators,
who verdicted for Barry with costs. I
was entitled to a guinea a sitting under
the Act, and I was paid two guineas for
two sittings. 'Mr. Holman claimed five
guineas for two sittings and received
three--a guinea more than he was leg-
ally- entitled to.

In the first place I was assessor for Barry,
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